The Chime at Zanzibar Cathedral.

The existence of a chime of bells at Zanzibar has long been known. Warners Catalogue of 1900 makes reference to them. The work by Chris Pickford, indexing all known Warner bells, brought them back to my attention. Knowing that Tom Roast has spent some time in East Africa I enquired if he had visited. At that time he hadn’t, but sent me an extract from the History of the Universities Mission to Central Africa, by G H Wilson, dated 1936. This stated:

‘Outside there is a slender bell-tower with a graceful spire. A carillon of twenty-five small bells was given at the Mission Anniversary in 1877, during Bishop Steere's last visit to England. Unfortunately

the slender tower was not strong enough for the bells. They were rung for a short time, but, when it became clear that it was not safe to ring them, they were dispersed and put to good use elsewhere. There is a clock in the tower, presented by the Sultan, which keeps Eastern time.’ 

However I had also written to the Bishop of Zanzibar, who indicated that most bells had been removed, but six bells remained. He put me in touch with John Bailey of Ipswich who had been to Zanzibar to repair the organ, and who had, at the instigation of Revd David Cawley, seen and photographed the bells and clavier.

John kindly supplied me with three photos of the installation. These show the six surviving bells in the frame. John commented that there were holes drilled in the beams where bells had previously hung, but were now missing. However there were only spaces for 13 bells, and the five in the lower frames were the largest five which were attached to a primitive chiming machine. The inscription on one bell can be partially seen:

J WARNER & ….

Waist:

S. MAR….



LAUS….

The date on the bells was 1882.
The Warner woodcut shows that the bells were inscribed with the names of various Dioceses. Close inspection of the top two rows show the following inscriptions:

1. WINCHESTER

2. ST ANNE

3. PATRICK

4. CLARE COLLEGE

5. CHESTER

6. CARLISLE

On the bottom row (left to right):

1. BRISTOL

2. ROCHESTER

The interesting feature of the photos is that the frame shown in the Warner Catalogue is not the same as in the tower. This suggests that the frame, if supplied, must have had to be cut down to fit in the small tower, and this may explain why only 13 bells appear to have been hung, there wasn’t enough space for the rest. It may also explain why even this truncated carillon was robbed of bells, what remained was of no use for playing tunes so the bells were dispersed to churches around the Diocese. The bells went to churches on Zanzibar Island and the mainland. One is known to be cracked and others stolen.

During the summer of 2004 Tom Roast of Norwich was in Zanzibar, and he had the opportunity to have a close look at the installation.

The bells consist of a clock bell and the back diatonic five of the carillon.

The clock bell is inscribed:

GILLETT & BLAND CROYDON LONDON 1877

The chime bells are:

1. Blank.

Waist.
BUCKINGHAM A N W 1874

        
CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL


J WARNER & SONS LONDON 1882

2. J WARNER & SONS LONDON 1882

Waist.
ALL SAINTS


THE SPIRIT AND THE


BRIDE SAY COME

3. J WARNER & SONS LONDON 1882

Waist. 
S MARK 1880


LAUS DEO

4. CAST BY JOHN WARNER AND SONS LONDON 1882

Waist.
OXFORD

SALVATION UNTO OUR GOD


AND UNTO THE LAMB

5. J WARNER & SONS LONDON 1882

Waist.
WORCESTER

Tom did not have a tape measure with him but was able to ascertain that the treble was approximately 16 ¼” in diameter.

2012 Addenda.

A copy of the Warner leaflet on Carillons has come to light in the Taylor Archive. It gives the inscriptions engraved on the bells:

1. Compton parva – “God with us”

2. Ditto

3. Clare College

4. Chester & Lichfield

5. Carlisle

6. Winchester

7. Dublin, sSt Patrick

8. Liverpool

9. Cambridge, C. F. M. 1862. “To me to live is Christ and to die is gain”

10. Devon Peter

11. Hereford

12. St Stephen, Oxford

13. Bath and Wells

14. Manchester

15. Canterbury – “S. Augustime [sic], one flock and one shepherd”

16. Rochester

17. Durham, St Cuthbert

18. Buckingham, A. N. W.. 1874.- “Christ is all and in all.”

19. Charterhouse

20. Lincoln, All Saints

21. Worcester

22. Bristol

23. Laus Deo., S. Mark, 1880.

24. London, St Paul. “I declare unto you the Gospel2

25. [Actually labelled 15.] Oxford – “Salvation unto our God and unto the Lamb.”

Clearly then these inscriptions are not in order.
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